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dyvers of them w* a grete hoke of yron made for that purpose
w* a cheyne of half a yard long, and made faste to a good rope,
and bayte the hoke with a pece of flesshe and so caste out Into the
water at the shippes storne, and as sone as the fysshe had spied
the baite he wold plaie with hit a grete while together, and
some tymes wold take it in his mouthe and let it out ageine
foL 857   but at lenght he wold swalowe it up and then the manners
wold hale him upon hatches, but everie man must stonde at
his defence, for and if he taketh them by the arrne, fote or
legge w1 his teethe he sheereth it clene a sundre. The meete is
very tough and unsaverie, wherfore when we toke them we
wolde put a sharpe stake thorough his bodie by the taile and
so caste him ageine into the see alyve and there he will plonge
up and downe in the water and a grete nombre of fysshe will
be about him other to wonder at him or to devoure him, but
it is a pastyrne to beholde. One daie in a calme we were a
fysshing w* lines and one of the mariners drue up a grete
dogfyshe and a tybron folowed the fysshe as he was haling up
his lyne, and or that he cowd have up the fysshe above water
this tibron had taken awaie the tone half of it and the other
half drewe he up upon his hoke cutte in the mydille as it had
bene with a sharpe knyfe. In this contre thei have no corne but
a certeine seede that thei call abati1 \vherof thei make bothe
bred and drynke. The seede is yelowe and some redde, as
bigge as a good pease and full of noure, wherof thei have grete
plentie, but ther chief brede is made of a certein rote called
mandioc. It encreseth under grounde as the rotes of feme, but
thei be as bigge as the small of a mannes arrne and of ij or iij
handfull long. Which when it is grene it is strong poison but
drynke   the indies take it and rubbe it on a stone2 and so it turneth to
made of Clirdes, \vch thei take and put in a lone narowe bagge made of
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1 Maize.
- 'Firstly, they nib them upon a stone into small crumbs and then
they press off the juice with a thing made of hollow palm trees (sic for
rind of palm trees), called Tippiti, in such manner that it becomes
dry; afterwards they rub it through a sieve; and, lastly, they bake with
the meal their cakes.' (Hans Staden).